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Gardner Auditorium

Duxbury was never 50 united.
More than 300 residents crowded
into the Gardner Auditorium in the
Seate Hounse last Thursday to voice
their opposition to the proposed bill
that would malke Duxbury a public
resort area. Town Moderator Wwil-
linm T. McCarthy, chairman of the
I'rotest  Committee, presented the
legislative commitlee on harbors and
public lands a petition signed by
11165 Duxbury residents. The force-
iful and sometimes brillant argu-
ments against the taking of Duxbury
Beach which were made by the
speakers impressed the legislative
committee,

Reminding the legislators that the
protest mecting was the 176th anni-
versary of the Battle of Concord and
Lexington, Mr. McCarthy said Dux-
bury would put up the same united
front against State intervention as
the people of Lexington and Concord
had when a remote government tried
{o dictate to them. He then pointed
oul that the increase in our popula-
tiow [rom about 2,500 during Lthe
wintor to almost 9,000 during the
summer wias already taxing our fa-
cilities, *This shows we are already
in the reercation business,” he told
the committee. ““We welecome people
to Duxbury because recreation Is our
chief business and has been since
the ship-building era ended.”

Mr. MeCarthy further pointed oul
that merely because the State now
owns only 17 of Lhe 900 miles of
usable beaches, it would be wrong
Lo assine Ll by LlalCd art
not already being used. Many beach-
es owned by towns and cities are,
like ~ Duxbury's, available to the
public. “And there are a great many
areas left,” he said, “"where the State
could go without destroying built-up
values. Why not create values elge-
where instead of destroying those
already in existence?”

Mr. MeCarthy toolk a good-natured
rap at Rep, Joames A, Burke (D,
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"l I\k;téifﬁlle mwythical man Burke
iil!h;x_g for,'} ;hlcUanh}’ gaid. 1
started b}'grkiug’ when I was 11, and
my father/started at the age ol eight,
when i lig:came here from lreland. I
ipfithe landed gentry, too, but
my prapérty is. still owned by the
murl.g'é_ ;{,‘gmp_gr;y."
uup}-kﬁg;gt_hun;m:.'rnden (R. Scitu-
ate) lashgil out at Burke's remarks,
brandinigithem *'the most despicable
1 have gver heard.?’ The tremendous
cost offjthiu project under considera-
tion by lthe State was his theme. Mr.

Percy i_}\?,kf!_l_’jzer gited the trallic prob-
I

o
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lems ' thiat!would ' be caused by the
narrowipess’ of (Duxbury’s streets.
“I'heldltéimative,!” he said, “would
be Lo widén the streels and cul down
the L;‘r.:‘és'.f{;..’rhis-w_uuld be disastrous.
As a 'historically beautiful communi-
ty, Duxbilry would be ruined.

"Miilj‘oﬁs of 'dollars are Dbeing
brought;lo Massachusells and New
Ienglajitl |y out-of-state families who
buy aill!¥ent houses here. Many of
them prefer the privacy and charm
of places like Duxbury, rather than
the more active resortss It the State
built 'a three or four-lane highway
un Llu@"d@csl of Duxbury Beach, any
uuncmlglc':'im along the highway would
be uﬂ'ddii“ water, part of the lime.
Obvionsly, the 'concessions would
move ,dnl}) the town streets instead.”

Senitur Sumner G. Whittier (.
Bveret]) called  Salisbury Beach a
diggritga’'ns it has been managed by
the Slatg, He suggested that Prov-
incetown' be developed rather than
Crant’s!{Beach or Duxbury Beach.
As ‘_‘-,li'-lfu,té_ﬂ_- he ‘said, the bill would
cmp:uj'.:f'c;;i-l.hu. Lwecreatlon Authority
to takeithe ''rose bush in my back-
;-'urd.‘,'?,l;l,e_.'addcd that the Authority
was, part ‘of a plan of ‘‘government
by the »'liJ_'amDi:m'Lic bulldozer out of
{165 _

of the
y of the
nrid jL r., isajid “there were darn
[ew;“.:priq incial jaristocrats in Dux-
hu;_"l'.t';‘-_ﬁ Egponk{ug in a Dhomespun,
dowistohearth m:anner, he bad the

most eflective
session Thomas

terest of the public they serve, ofton
are apt Lu overextend thewselves ln
just tne opposite direction.”

Mr. Frederick I. Pratt, trusteo of
the Duxbury Beach Assoclation
wiich bought the beach in 1919 to
avoid the possibility of s bolng
exploited, said that for more than o
years the Association had owned
the beach and had kept it open in its
natural state for the service ol Lhe
publie, “There are two main points
to the provlem,” ne sald:

1) s Duxbury Beach suitable for
inteusive developmenlt o serve largs
numbers of people?

2) If nol, is adequate service to
the public being provided to the full
extent of the physical limitations?"

Mr. Pratt, who is a partuer of
Colonial Managemenl Associates in
Boston, produced a map to illustrate
some ol the details of the problem.
The legislative committee, who
gathered around the map, Wwere
obviously impressed by what he puld,
and tuey broke in repeatedly o ask
further questions about the geology
of the beach and the condition of
approach highways. Mr, Iratt used
the map to hammer home tho fact
that Duxbury Deach is actually a
sandspit—narrow, low, storm-swept
and with access limited to one end.

He repeated that the public was
not barred from Duxbury Beach, lle
pointed out that untll 1931 the only
automobile access to the beach was
over Lho rickoty, half-mile woodon
bridge, and that since there wero no
parking facilities on the beach itgell,
cars wern narked on  tho bhridge,
which caused a fire hazard. '‘Rathor
than exclude the public from the
beach, Duxbury built a new ap-
proach,” he said. “The town bullt a
road into the northern end of the
beach from the Green Harbor line,
and there we constructed a parking
space which could accomodate more
than 400 cars. This parking space
has since often been enlarged, and
in 1941 another parking area was
made available and & bathhouse wns



A LRAS A NEN i —-— o
first ]m lI'lIll.. tlmt Lho 1un‘mlr\ dele-
gation represented the “landed gen-
try,” and were members ol the
“provincial aristocraey.”

bostmerin 4 o' Rkt by v T sl et s

the Lliudll.ions Lhut existed Gurmg the
mnu’ ars he sworked at the public

par} ii: :g.rca at the north end of
Duibitry | Beachl
"i' 1:};. acquainted with every Jper-

e;m re gulm \:s}.tms. 1 natu-
t to know them fairly well.
limx;- 1king to them I learned how
Blad th(zy were. to come Lo the beach
upm‘ Leti in such a Iriendly and effi-
uap?l xuunna r i'and maintained so
favith, its | natural beauty un-
by lharnmq} and distracting
eleiig ils so pffim found at other pub-

net

lic|ibeaches,: .a’lhmxsands ol these
pey; E,L who |jcame from Quiney,
Brogliton, Boston and elsewhere,

camgi ﬁf‘ause ;ihe} liked the beach
cwitht vas.

u?ther slpea.kcrs, llernck said
iwiag kin tavor of the ' spin“' of
thejib ﬂ but. that he feared “‘some-
1any “'well meaning public
a) I in ! lrying to do what they

Duilt., 1t Wad loCdlod bu Lo pfuiildle
could bathe either in the ocean or
in the bay. Last year we had 50%
more cars than ever before, and to
keep up with the public doemand we
had to enlarge the parking area
during the rush season. Yet there
were only [our days when anyone
had to wait to get into the parking
space, and some of the delay was
caused by trafllc congestion on the
approach roads. We plan to In-
crease the parking area this sum-
mer'. Mr. Pratt gave two reasons
against the taking of the beach:

1) Its physical conformation is
such that it cannot be developed to
serve a large number of people ex-
cept at a cost that would be pro-
hibitive, and in no case on a BUus-
taining basis.

2) The public, already adequate-
ly served at Duxbury Beach, likes
the beach the way it is and wuuld ba
opposed to State operation.

belmm is to tho best In-
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(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from “

Chlot of Polico Jumil
sald that any further
ot Duxbury Beach woul
condilions which our lo &

by unable (o cope W
warnod of the luuvlw.bl
on tho approuch roads, |t
roquire additionul bhuliceg

fred L. Koul.\ (. Qi
Duxbury’'s ‘“"Sunday co

swering a charge nmud‘i ;

no discourtesy had beorfij)

the past, and that everyjX

be wade to give visitljif
overy possible cousldo '

tuture.

Roswell }. Phelps, wha

the town fur 36 years '

mended that instead
ho proposed recreation 1
powers of the parks ank
divigion of the Depart

gorvation be incrouscd:ifii

offered an amendment (
that no private propert;
emineat domain excoly

specific approval of thiy e
aiter hearings in the urj ;

Senator Edward C. .
stable Republican, aske
monweuslth Lo convert
into forests to make
local industries in
Canada ceases itas pulp
noted that a dovelopmpil
lines of Jones Boach ik

might cost $15,000 oq i

ment in brief was thag el

population within reacli f

was as great as that '-
and even it the high
good as those on Long
Beach developmont at
not possibly be solt-s\l

Other key speakors
Holmes, Mrs. Konnoth
win Noyes, Philip :--
Prince and James Mnﬁ
home rule,” Mr. Milla)

see that the improVem§ ;

The State already hasi
them develop it.” :}

[
Representing tho ‘If

want to take their ch
beach,” Mrs. 0nrslde~,
fear that “Duxbury Beatl

into another NantaskgfibodiRovel
it the State took ofHil]
“Robert H. Holt of ‘7‘ 3 h

clarified somo of the 1p}h

the proposed leglslnti

Ho snid the author v
anything and pay torx ik

! nector

F.!.\'} de.‘

‘1" lv

I': ! h(‘
i tLto;

g1/beach at that particular point., There

i use of Lhe beach itself, and a greut
ijilimany used the bridge as a means of
i access, with their transportation

Il place uy the land end of the bridge,

Yflater time for those who had been
.| brought over the bridge to the beach.
‘| Among thege are children from the
‘Iseveral Summer Cawps, including

{land Chappa Challa. Because not all

'{are able to stay at camp for the whole
I season, Lho total number able to en-

’ fact that because all the larger

3] direct contribution to these chil-
||dren by the Towa.

'rha other four ex-ollicio members

Jwould actually be political appoini-
.'e;.a. also, thus the end result would
o that the nine-muau Board of Rec-
roalion Autbority would have tLho
powm to talk wiltnout representalion,

dliin other words, a small politicul oli-
Jlgurchy would be empowered Lo tax
SAltbe citizeus of the Commonwealth.
BlY  One of the linal opponents ol the
1hill was Mr. Ldwin M, Noyes, who

was requesled by the Chairman Lo
&.uuluu, nis remarks 1w poiuts not

"G covered by previous speakers. Mr.
Noyes said the size ol the puark-
ing placo at the end of the bridge was

o indication of the actual use of the

Iweru no restrictions wbhatever on the

‘either parked at the public parkivg

or taken e¢lsewhere to return at a

Cuatnp Wing, AMliramar, 5t. Margarel’'s

joy the beach is considerable.
Mr. Noyes also brought out the

camps, (except Chappa Challu) are
exempt from local taxation, that in
itselt ropresents a substantial in-

With reference to the complaint
that the proposed bill would place

too much power in the hands of nine
men, Mr. Noyes gave figures cover-
ing cowparative population, assessed
valuation, and party eanrollment tv
show that so far as the Common-
wealth fs concerned, Duxbury is
a negligible factor in any matter con-
cerning the whole State; that the
proposed bill did not place the power

tgr|in the hands of wnine men, but
{rather in the hands of a majority
ot uine. ]
The same reasoning would place!
t| the power of their appointment in
*1the hands of the Governor and a

majority of the Council. I{e also said

‘| it was very unlikely that Duxbury

would have direct representation in

3‘ oither group, whereas if the Dower
11 | of taking by eminent domaln were
.| lett with the General Court the Town

would at least have representation
of its own choice. Mr. Noyes ex-

*+ | pressed confldenco that if this power

of taking were left with the Logis-

9| lature thoere would be no likelihood
" of hasty, unpremeditated action and

a



its

opposition to the proposed Recrea-

tion Authority ag it now reads.

in

| that its problems would receive fair

It was a long rugged day (tho

meecting broke up at 5:30), but there
was a general feeling that Duxbury

and impartial consideration.
had acquitted itself well
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